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The Honorable DDr. Petra Schneebauer
Ambassador

Embassy of Austria

3524 International Court NW
Washington, DC 20008

Dear Ambassador Schneebauer,

As members of the United States Congress and the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, we recently
became aware of the ongoing repatriation efforts by the Government of Mexico for the headdress
of Aztec Emperor, Moctezuma Il. As you know, this headdress is currently on display in Vienna’s
Weltmuseum despite attempts made by multiple Mexican administrations to bring it back to
Mexico—its place of origin.

As Hispanic Americans ourselves who also represent constituencies with sizeable Hispanic, and
more specifically, Mexican American populations, we have a vested interest in this matter. We
were heartened to learn of the recently proposed legislation that would begin the process of
returning to their countries of origin objects believed to have been stolen or wrongfully obtained
in a colonial context.*

You may know that Mesoamerican history and culture serve as important foundations for much of
the modern-day culture in Mexico and the United States. We and our constituents believe it is in
the best interest of the Austrian government to follow the example of fellow European nations like
Germany and France that have returned valuable historical items to the countries where they
originated.? The CHC has full faith in Austria’s ability to repatriate this important cultural artifact
especially after setting precedent last June by restituting an ancient item used during religious ball
games to Mexico.?
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Thank you for your attention to this letter. On behalf of our constituents, we look forward to
continuing the conversation on the matter of returning culturally significant pieces of history to
their countries of origin.

Sincerely,

Vicente Gonzalez Nanette Diaz Barragan
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Joaquin Castro Henry Cuellar
Member of Congress Member of Congress
J Luis Correa Teresa Leger Fernandez
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Juan Vargas Robert Garcia

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Nydia Velazquez
Member of Congress
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Raul Grijalva
Member of Congress

Adriano Espaillat
Member of Congress



	The Honorable DDr. Petra Schneebauer Ambassador
	Embassy of Austria 3524 International Court NW Washington, DC 20008

